
 
Oceanic Art Society 24th Annual General Meeting. 

Held at the Middle Harbour 16ft Skiff Club, 237 Spit Road, Mosman, 
NSW, Australia. 

November 16th 2019 at 10:00am. 

• Apologies were received from Margaret Cassidy, Helen and Paul 
Dennett, Robin Hodgson and Krisztina Turza. Thirty-three members of 
the Society were present. 

• Confirmation of Minutes of the Previous AGM. Acceptance was 
proposed by Geoff Carey, seconded by Jim Elmslie. 

• President’s Report (Including Treasurer’s Report). A summary of the 
president’s report is given below. 

  
• As 2018, this year has been busy but also successful; despite continued headwinds great 

progress was made. And it was great fun. Challenges and threats remain, but they have 
diminished, and there are big opportunities ahead. 

• The 9th OAS Forum, held in Sydney in February at the Australian Museum and Art Gallery 
of NSW was a great success, both culturally and socially for networking and fun. There 
were three days of presentations on Oceanic and Aboriginal art themes (traditional and 
contemporary), collection viewings and other activities. There were outstanding 
international speakers, including Maia Nuku, Jonathan Jones, Crispin Howarth; around 
half of the speakers of indigenous descent. The Forum had an artistic and curatorial 
emphasis. We got great support and inspiration from Natalie Wilson (AGNSW) and 
Michael Mel (AM) and others in the institutions. There were about eighty attendees 
(90% paying members) plus the contributors; forty members and guests attended the 
Gala dinner at the Mint Bistro. The sub-committee organising this event comprised Chris 
Boylan (leader), Paula Latos-Valier, Noëlle Rathmell-Stiels and Rita Uechtritz plus 
Warwick Majcher who did the stunning artwork. The financial difficulties of the Forum 
were partially recuperated by an auction of donated artworks (thank you Chris Boylan, 
Alex Phillips, Helen Dennett and Todd Barlin) that was held later and by the great fun 
had by all. 

• The OAS quarterly Journal has gone from strength to strength during the year under the 
continued editorship of our VP Jim Elmslie. The latest edition (Volume 24, Issue 3) 
contains reminders of two other exciting outcomes for the OAS during 2019. Because of 
the temporary closure of the Australian Museum, we only managed one individual 
lecture this year. Ian McNiven’s (Monash U) brilliant “Beyond Bridge and Barrier” talk, 
about the curious distribution of artefacts between New Guinea, the Torres Straight 
Islands and N Queensland resulted in a most scholarly write-up in the Journal. This was a 



most welcome archaeological and anthropological themed contribution to the year. 
Also, in the current Journal is a description of the opening of the Australian Museum’s 
Pacific Cultural Collection in its new storage at Rydalmere. This important July event was 
attended by several OAS members, including Rita Uechtritz, who now sits as a member 
of the Cultural Collection Advisory Panel, chaired by Michael Mel, which is gatekeeper 
for access to the artefacts. OAS members can and should make such contributions to the 
management of Oceanic collections in Australia, and advocacy about them. 

• Our Tribal Art Fair Sydney which was held in August (the first was in 1997) was also a 
great success with record attendance, including well-known curators from home and 
overseas. This was the second time TAFS took place in the National Art School’s Cell 
Block Theatre. All the twenty-two vendors were happy with brisk sales and again there 
was a great atmosphere and networking opportunity. Newcomers such as Adrian 
Newstead & Brennan King exemplified the increasing diversity of vendors at the Fair. 
Major innovations this year were the presence of an artist in residence (Lesley 
Wengembo from PNG) and we had an outstanding lecture by Andrew Baker from 
Queensland on Mathias Kauage OBE the late contemporary PNG artist which more than 
filled one of the Art School’s adjacent theatres. Special thanks to Warwick Majcher (sub-
committee leader), Rita Uechtritz, Erwin Kok, Irene Ashburn, Geoff Carey & Chris Boylan 
who were particularly active with the planning and logistics, and very active (with 
others) on the day. 

• Other achievements during the year have been improvements to the OAS Website and 
the Society’s Membership Records. The website has been kept up to date and efficiently 
used for events ticketing. Membership records are now also up to date and members 
get a timely automated reminder of renewals and lapsed members even get a phone 
call. Thanks to Pierre Laffont and Noëlle Rathmell-Stiels for their work. 

• The challenges and threats that were listed last year remain, but we have made some 
good progress.  
Ø We have a dynamic main Committee but it is overstretched, still without a secretary 

and there is no back-up if anyone walks under a bus. Pierre Laffont has brought a 
great deal to the Committee this year and David Welch has completed the statutory 
duties of Public Officer (as well as many other jobs like AV at meetings). 

Ø The corporatisation of public institutions (museums, universities and art galleries 
continues apace, but we have actually had excellent support this year from staff of 
the Australian Museum, Art Gallery of NSW and the National Art School, in the latter 
case at the highest level. 

Ø McNiven’s brilliant lecture was rather poorly attended but Andrew Baker’s (which 
was at the TAFS and which was also brilliant) was standing-room only. 

Ø We continue to try to change the demographic of OAS membership by attracting 
indigenous members, people from the Pacific communities and/or younger people 
with some success. 

• The financial situation (FY 2018-2019) has improved as a result of increases in 
membership and a more robust renewals system, so our fixed costs are now more-or-
less covered. Moreover, the TAFS (2018) made a small profit but the Forum had financial 
difficulties; consequently, our balance sheet has diminished by $4,593 to $15,703. This is 
a smaller fall than the previous year; moreover some $2000 of Journal advertising for 
the financial year that was invoiced but not accrued and which has now been paid in 
arrears is not included. In short, the financial situation is under control.  



• Opportunities for 2020 - your Committee is working already on the following projects for 
next year.  
Ø TAFS 2020 is already booked at the National Art School. Put it in your diary now (15th 

August 2020). More additional activities are planned (e.g. lectures and sideshows), 
moving towards the concept of a “Sydney Oceanic Arts Festival”. 

Ø We are discussing a continuation of our individual lecture series also at the National 
Art School. Hopefully, with our socialising “picnics”. As well we are planning other 
types of Society activities such as a possible tour of collections in western France in 
the run-up to the Parcours des Mondes in Paris in September 2020 and holding 
Committee meetings in different venues, to which other members could be invited 
to participate. 

Ø We are planning an OAS 25th anniversary weekend Forum in institutions in 
Melbourne (including the Savage Club, as so successfully done in 2017, and possibly 
Burrinja which the OAS Journal featured in 2013). Michael Martin will chair a sub-
committee of Melburnians to realise this Forum, and he has already outlined his 
vision for it. Input from members is sought on speakers/themes; another date for 
your diary - 13th-15th November 2020. Michael Martin and JD Mittmann are now 
listed formally as OAS advisors. 

Ø We are planning to enhance the OAS’s digital offerings (Website etc.) and forming 
an editorial committee to further develop the Journal. 

• Happily, all the existing Officers and Committee members have put themselves up for re-
election in 2020. In addition, Margaret Cassidy has agreed to nominate: she is a former 
ABC journalist with an interest in Oceania and she has agreed to help coordinate the 
activities of the newly-formed Journal editorial committee. Krisztina Turza has 
nominated to re-join the Committee and has agreed in principle to start the ball rolling 
for a 2021 Forum, based in Brisbane institutions, around the start of the Asia-pacific 
Triennial (late November 2021). 

• All in all, it has been a good year for the Society and we can look forward to our 25th 
anniversary year with some excitement and confidence. 
 

There were no comments or questions. 
 

• Election of Office Bearers and Committee members. The following 
nominations have been duly received and accepted: 
 

Ø William (Bill) Rathmell, President (nominated by Geoff Carey, 
seconded by Pierre Laffont) 

Ø Jim Elmslie, Vice-President (Irene Ashburn, Geoff Carey) 
Ø Rita Uechtritz, Treasurer (Noëlle Rathmell-Stiels, Warwick 

Majcher) 
Ø (No nominations have been received for the office of Secretary). 

 
Ø Irene Ashburn (p. Jerry Liew, s. Geoff Carey) 
Ø Pierre Laffont (p. Rita Uechtritz, s. Warwick Majcher) 



Ø Geoff Carey (p. Pierre Laffont, s. WM) 
Ø Margaret Cassidy (p. William Rathmell, s. Irene Ashburn) 
Ø Jerry Liew (p. Jim Elmslie, s. David Welch) 
Ø Warwick Majcher (p. WR, s. JL) 
Ø Noëlle Rathmell-Stiels (p. RU, s. IA) 
Ø Krisztina Turza (p. WR, s. Noëlle Rathmell-Stiels) 
Ø David Welch (p.NR-S, s. IA) 

The above nominees and were declared duly elected, unopposed. 
 

• Any additional questions/comments from the floor: Michael Martin 
outlined his vision for the 2020 Anniversary forum in Melbourne and 
requested ideas and suggestions from the members present to be 
passed to the Committee.  
Pierre Laffont outlined in some detail his proposed museum/gallery tour 
in western France (in the run-up to Parcours des Mondes in Paris) in 
early September 2020 and asked for members to express interest to the 
committee also. 
The president repeated his thanks for their hard work to the Committee 
and also to its advisors, Chris Boylan, Crispin Howarth and Paula Latos-
Valier, now augmented by Michael Martin and JD Mittmann. 

• Close of meeting: The meeting closed at 10:55 am. 
 
 
Following the Annual General Meeting there was an excellent presentation: 
Hongi Hika – Maori Warrior, Diplomat, Agricultural Pioneer and Artist and his 
Journey to England in 1820”; the purakau (stories) told by his whanaunga 
(relative), Brent Kerehona.  
OAS members and the Maori visitors present then held a raffle and there was 
an end-of-year lunch in the “Skiffies” restaurant after the talk. 
 
 
Draft of 16/11/19. 


