
 

Oceanic Art Society Annual General Meeting. 

Held at Middle Harbour 16ft Skiff Club, 237 Spit Road Mosman NSW 

Australia. 

November 10th 2018 at 10:00am. 

• Apologies were received from Robin Hodgson, Warwick Majcher and 
Elizabeth Pryce. Twenty-one members of the Society were present. 

• Confirmation of Minutes of Previous AGM. Acceptance was proposed by 
Jeff Brock, seconded by David Welch 

• Presidents Report. A summary of the president’s report is given below. 
  

1. Busy and successful year for the OAS, despite headwinds in meeting objectives. 

a) Excellent Lectures – Natalie Wilson, Betni Kalk, Barry Craig, Crispin Howarth 

b) Dynamic TAFS in new venue – NAS (Warwick Majcher + team) 

c) Lobbying about adverse changes in SAM (Jim Elmslie et al) 

d) Excellent Quarterly Journal (Jim again) 

e) Preparations for next Forum (Chris Boylan, Paula Latos-Valier, Rita Uechtritz, David 

Welch & Noëlle Rathmell-Stiels) 

f) Website development and membership database development (Noëlle, Geoff Carey 

and team) 

g) Efficient housekeeping in the broadest sense (Rita, David Welch, Irene Ashburn) 

2. Challenges/Threats 

a) Dynamic Committee but overstretched without a secretary and no back-up. Paucity 

of volunteers 

b) Some institutions corporatisation and they have distractions (zeitgeist) 

c) Poor attendance at lectures 

d) Membership demographic and interests unchanged (zeitgeist) 

e) No profit-making activities, finances precarious 

3. Opportunities 

a) Forums in Partnership with friendly institutions - leverage OAS organisational 

capacity 

b) Increase membership fee – and raise subscription income by expanding 

membership/digital offerings (video presentation) 

c) Expand and improve TAFS also in conjunction with related activities (e.g. lectures 

and sideshows) and build on NAS relationship – “Oceanic Art Festival” 

There were no comments or questions. 
 



• Treasurers Report & Acceptance of Financial summary. Acceptance was 
proposed by Jim Elmslie, seconded by David Welch. 

• Election of Office Bearers and Committee members and thanks to any 
outgoing Office Bearers and Committee Members. The following 
nominations had been accepted by the nominees and were elected 
unopposed: 
 

o William (Bill) Rathmell (President).  Nominated by RU, seconded 
by NR-S 

o James Elmslie (VP). Nominated by WR seconded by NR-S 
o Rita Uechtritz (Treasurer). Nominated by WR seconded by NR-S 
o David Welch (Public Officer). Nominated by WR seconded by NR-S 
o Irene Ashburn (Committee). Nominated by WR seconded by NR-S 
o Geoff Carey (Committee). Nominated by WR, seconded by NR-S 
o Jerry Liew (Committee). Nominated by WR seconded by NR-S 
o Warwick Majcher (Committee). Nominated by WR seconded by 

NR-S 
o Noëlle Rathmell-Stiels (Committee). Nominated by WR seconded 

by RU 
 

Pierre Laffont (proposed by Bill Rathmell and seconded by Geoff Carey) 
was also elected unopposed onto the Main Committee. 
The President formally thanked Krisztina Turza for her services as she 
had retired from the committee during the year. 
 

• Any additional questions/comments from the floor: Crispin Howarth 
commented that he strongly supported the concept of an Oceanic Art 
Festival. 

• Close of meeting: The meeting closed at 10:46 am. 
 
 
Following the Annual General Meeting there was an excellent presentation by 
Crispin Howarth, Curator, Pacific Arts at the National Gallery of Australia:  'Ta 
moko is not tattoo'. In March 2019 the National Gallery of Australia will 
present the visual history of Maori skin marking since the 18th century.  Crispin 
discussed this unique Polynesian art through portraiture and sculpture 
selected for the exhibition. OAS members present then held a raffle and an 
end-of-year lunch in the “Skiffies” restaurant after the talk. 


